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Wipf Stock Publishers, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 228 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Synopsis: Critical Conversations provides a series of theological
engagements with the work of Michael Polanyi, one of the twentieth century s most profound philosophers of
science. Polanyi s sustained explorations of the nature of human knowing open a range of questions and
themes of profound importance for theology. He insists on the need to recover the categories of faith and belief
in accounting for the way we know and points to the importance of tradition and the necessity sometimes of
conversion in order to learn the truth of things. These themes are explored along with Polanyi s social and
political thought, his anthropology, his hermeneutics, and his conception of truth. Several of the essays set
Polanyi alongside the work of other thinkers, particularly Karl Barth, Lesslie Newbigin, Hans-Georg Gadamer,
and Rene Girard, and they discuss points of comparison and contrast between the respective figures. While all
the essays are appreciative of Polanyi s contribution, they do not shy away from critical analysis--and take
further, therefore, the critical appreciation of Polanyi s work. Endorsement: Though not often heard in
contemporary theology, Michael Polanyi s voice had a significant influence over the likes of T. F. Torrance and
Colin Gunton. . . . Polanyi s groundbreaking work offers constructive avenues for thinking through, not simply
the relationship between faith and science, but many central themes in the Christian tradition. Such potential is
aptly demonstrated in this warmly recommended collection of essays. Murray Rae and his colleagues have
done us a good service in compiling this study. --John G. Flett Habilitand at the Kirchliche Hochschule
Wuppertal/Bethel, and author of The Witness of God: The Trinity, Missio Dei, Karl Barth...
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